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Sir Knights of Massachusetts and Rhode Islands 


The active months of the current Templar year are over, and our Grand Commandery 
has broken a twenty-six year record for new petitions received. At the outset of 
the year you were furnished a detailed schedule entitled "Grand Commandery Statistiza 
of Strength and Weakness." You were supplied figures showing, - besides comparative 
memberships for 1945, 1948 and 1949, = the net membership change for each C ommendery 
over a five year period and a one year period, the number knighted in each Commandery 
last year, and finally the estimated number of new applications necessary for each 
Commandery to hold even during the current Templar yeere It was pointed out that 
16 Commanderies showed a net loss for the 5 years 1945-1949; 24 Commanderies dis~ 
closed a net loss for the one yoar 1948—1979;"and no less than 12 Commanderies showed 
a net loss for both the 5 year ani the 1 year periodse 


Any Camandery with high hopes for the future camot fail to profit by an exan= 
mination of the year's resultse We reseived 1040 petitions$ Grand Commandery 
records show 1233 new petitions in 1924, 914 petitions in 1925 and 893 petitions in 
1926, which was the year of our last net gain in membership up to 1945 -and the year 
marking our all time high in total membership, namely 26,513. Followin 1926, we 
suffered net losses for 18 consecutive years, resulting in a low of 12,350 in 1944, 


In a single year we have rebounded to the activity of 1924 in the mumber of new 
Sir Knights noquired. 


No less than 694 out of the 1040 petitions received have been reported by 16 out 
of our 51 Commanderies, = namely, Hugh de Payens with 131, Worcester County and 
De Molay 90 each, Boston 82, St~e Johns 60, Springfield 33, Gethsemane 29, Bay State 
25, Pilgrim 23, Temple and Sir Galahad with 20 each, Bristol, Natick and Beausea nt 
with 19 each, and Milford and Olivet with 17 eache Thus, about onesthird of our 


Commanderfes Haye accounted for about 70 per cent of ow petitionse 


Special note should be made of percentage gains which show Hugh de Payens mek ing 
a 87 per cent Anoreasey Natick 17% per cont, Temple and De Molay close to 14 per 
cent, Worcestet County and Winthrop 13% per cent and Milford 11 per cent. 


Taking due notice of our warning "Statistics of Strength and Weakness," and the 
estimated figures necessary to hold even, a total of 33 oub o ommenderies ex= 
ceeded, or at least tied, last year's Total number of petitions received. Northampton 
unde it 8 times; Winthrop times; Pilgrim and Milford 6 times; St. Johns, Hugh de 
Payens and Natick 5 times ;"Worcester County, Old Colony “and Athol 4 times; Holy 
Sepulchre, Joseph Warren, St.Paul and Te Se Webb 3 timess De Molay, Ste Bernard, 
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Woonsocket, Coeur de Lion, Bay State, Cambridge, Temple, St. Andrews ad Sir Caichae 
2 983 and Springfield, Bethany, Berkshire, Bristol, Trinity, Olivet, Beausuani , 
Ren ig, Norragansett and Cyprus also each exseeded or tied their last year’s total, 
of petitions received. 


Washington, Calvary, St. Omer, Comecticut Valley, Godfrey de Bouillon, South 
Shore and Quincy, failed either to exceed their last year's total of petitions re= 
ceived, or to equal the estimated number of new petitions necessary to hold evan. 


Not until after August 15 will it be possible accurately to determine exactly 
which Commanderies show a net gain in membership for the current Templar yeat'e 
Warning signals will then be up for such as fave failed to hold their owne 4 Com- 
mandery which has failed to hold even, during a rocurd year, will have its worries 
in the event of less active periods. The futuro of u emplary depends on growth; 
failure to grow soon results in withering on the vines 


With all the earnestness I can command I urge every Commander in Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island to initiate such plans during the Summer months as will assure an 
autwan surge of applications to start off our coming Templar year with a Bangs 
Twenty-four York Rite Nights already held will alone supply a waiting prospect list 
of between 1500 and 2000 potential Sir Knights’ Gethsemane and Bethlehem a year ago, 
and Hugh de Payens this year, have proved what liveewire leadership can accomplish. 


Inspections this year were well attended, and the general results were ‘a real 
cred. o +emplerye Marking grades were purposely narrowed to distinguish 
ritually outstanding Commanderies from the average, and below averagee Twelve Come 
manderies roceived 10 minuss - headed by Bay State with 985, Haverhill end Hugh de 


Payens with 984, Boston with 976 and Sutton and Coeur de Lion with 974. Twant-six 


ee made 9 plus, eight received a mark of 9, and five received 9 minus Oo 
@BSe 


_ °° Although your Grand Commander found it necessary to be absent fran the juris- 
diction for a periof of over two weeks during June, incident to the Imperial Council 
Session of the Shrine at Los Angeles; we are most gratified to learn of the splendid 
display and outstanding success of the Templar observance at Manning Bowl, Lynn, 
under the sponsorship of Olivet C oamandery. 


Many thanks to those loyal Templars who have made these Past months so memorable. 
Best wishes to all for a pleasant and enjoyable summer 
Yours with and in the Faith 


ROBERT GARDINER WILSON Ire 
Grand Camander. 
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MESONIC EDUCATION AND TEMPLAR KNOWLEDGE 


The very first duty that an Entered Ap- 
Prercice acknowledges is to improve hime 
self in Masonry. How many truly and sine 
covely attempt to discharge that duty? You 
find Free-Masons all about you, pretending 
to bs Masonic lights, who never read a 
Masonic periodical. Some of then perhaps, 
can glibly repeat certain portions of the 
ritual but could not give an intelligent 
interpretation of semee Masonic reading 
is an essential part of the education of a 
Yeemason, and it is never too late to 
begin, but always better to begin earlye 
No man's education is aver finishede He 
must remain ever a studente The success« 
ful nan with a definite purpose makes it 
his business and his responsibility to rea 
books relating to that purpose and thus to 
acquire important knowledge which canes 
from the experiene of other men who have 
gone before hin. Random reading may be 
Pleasant ,but it seldom is helpful in cone 
nection with one’s occupation or onets 
Philosophy of lifes 

The person who stops studying the day he 
finishes his formal schooling will never 
become an educated person, no matter hoy 
much knowledge he may acquire while he is 
going to school. Likewise, a man who de- 
sires to be an accomplished Mason must con 
tinue his observations and his study of 
Masonry through the York Rites 


TEMPLE 
Among the ancient Greeks and Romans, the 
people frequently had places for reverence 
or worship which they walled off or other- 
wise enclosede To such an enclosure the 
Greeks gave the name tenenos, the Ranans 
the name templun. It is believed that in 
the earliest periods templum was used as 
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RITE 


In the ancient Sanskrit speedh which 
mothered so many of our modern languages, 
the root word "ri" denoted something which 
was repetitive, which flowed alonge Ov’ 
of it, and in some instances long after- 
wards, came such wards as rio, river, ri- 
parian, ratio, arithmetic, rites The 
Latin ritus, from which rite is immediately 
derived, meant originally samething put 
together in a pattern, something arranged, 
and *: this same pattern a arrangement 
was to be observed and preserved whenever 
it was repeated. From this long history 
rite came to have the general meaning of a 
set of things to be observed ceremoniovsiy, 
a system of things symbolic, allegoric or 
emblematic,to be enacted with solemnity. 
Necessary to this usage is the fact that 
the same set of things thus ceremoniously 
enacted is used over and overe ritual 
is a system of ritese 


DUE GUARD 


This strange word is apparently not found 
in use anywhere outside of Freamasonrye 
Professional philologists confess that 
they have never heard of it; it is soldom 
included in dictionaries,even the largest, 
and in many volumes. Is the "Due"a fom 
of the seme ward as "duty?" Or is it a 
form of the French name for God? “he 
Huguenots, who were French Protestants 
before the Protestant Refarmati ony ems 
ployed it in the latter sense and made it 
denote "God guard you." Many analysts of 
tthe ritual are inclined to belicve thot in 
our lodges we employ it more near ly in the 
famer sense, so that a man is expected to 
nake it his duty to guard smethings Une 


(eal the history of the ward has been @is~ 
covered there will always be an uncertaine 


the name of the whole enc losure, the builae*¥ about its moaning. 


ing included,but that later on it was con= | 


fined to the building alone. A temple was 
designed exclusively for the purposes of 

public worship. The Books of Kings and of 
Chronicles give the impression that at the 


time when they were written it was the whol 


enclosure and not the building alone which 
was called Solomon's Temples 
which makes clear many things in the Fel~ 
lovoratt Degrees 


% La id 


It is a point 


INIT LAT ION 


Here is one of the profoundest and most 
eautiful words in the whole naaenclature 


lof Freemasonry, To undezstand it fully is 
to almost understand one-half of She phile 
& osophy of tho Crafte 


in its present 
form, or in sano of its most one‘ ent 
forms, it is aliaost as old as the hillse 
Whatever its form, and however old any 
particular form of it may be, it has ale 
ways had the general meaning of making a 
beginning-in- life by being borne ~ Hono.a, _ 
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such wards as initial, initiate, initia- 
tory, initiative. Throughout its many 
Masonic uses initiate presupposes that 
Freemasonry is in one sonso a world, lergo 
complex ond longelastings ami in another 
sense, that it is a life to be lived in 
that warlde It would mean, therefare, 
cithor that aman is being born into that 
Masonic world,or that ho is beginning his 
life in that world, 


SQUARE 


The squaro 4s a working tool is but one 
of its many appearances and uses in the 


rituals of the Craft <= from certain point. 


of view it is possibly the most widely 
known of all the symbols and emblems, and 
has passed into the familiar phraseology 
of the people in such expressions as "a 
Bquare deal be square" etce The 
history behind the word itself is so old 
and so camplex that a large book could be 
written about it, but throughout its 
wanderings there has been one point of 
meaning common to all the forms and uses. | 
The number four has been at the center of | 
ite There are four straight lines, four | 
right angles, four of this, that a the 
other, hence such wards as quadrangle, 
quadrilateral, quadratics » stce Also,men 
always have been struck by the fact that 

a solid or figure square in shape gives | 
maxinun equilibriun <= 4% stays put, will 
not topple over, will not cave in; it is { 
Solid and substantial (in collcquial usage, 
& solid and substantial meal is still 
called "a square meal.") Far a Mason to 
be on the square means more therefore ,than 
for him to be truthful and honorable, tho 
his character is of cardinal importance; | 


he also is stable, is not flighty,can be 
relied upony stays pte (45 a worleing 
tool, the square is a try-square, used far 
proving right angles; it shald not be con 
fused with the carpenter's square, which 
has inch warks along each arme) 


* * % 


The first written authorization given by 
the Mother Grand Lodge to any American was 
issued to Henry Price, of Boston, in 1733, 
who,in that year, constituted the first 
Lodge in Boston, and on the scme day set u 
a Frovincial Grand Lodge,with himself as 
Provineial Grand Master. | 


* * 


Poga 4 
ALLEGORY 


No lexicographer ever yet-has found an 
adequate and self-consistent definition 
of this postical old word because in its 
uses it tends to melt away into other 
things, like two clouds merging. There 
is, however, a clue to an under standing 
of it hidden away in the word itself. 
The first two syllables are a farm of the 
Greek allos, which meant other, other 
than, and is preserved in English in 

one form as alias which means that a man 
uses a name other than his own. An 
allegory is a story told, witten or 
enacted which goes under an aliase It 
is not what it seems. While John Bunyan 
is describing the adventures of a pil- 
grim, he is in reality writing abort ths 
soults struggie with sine While Jona- 
than Swift is telling "The Tale of a Tuo" 
he is in reality setting down a satire 
against theolegical rancor. So,-also, 
is it in the Masonic degrees. What ap- 
pears to be an acted=out account of 
Solaon's Temple is, in realty, a dis= 
course on a man's progress, and more . 
especially, of his progress in the world 
of worke What appears to be a story of 
a@ man going in Search of That Which Was 
Lost is, in reality, a profoundly true 
and beautiful monologue on the theme of 
what is to be done when a master crafts- 
man is lost to his crafte 


Ce 
The practice of daily meditations is one 
of the most effective means far develop= 
ing clear and accurate thinking. Con- 
centration of mental energy tends to 
bring into view deep and hidden thoughts, 
and thus are great ideas conceived aud 
great projects planned. The mind is an 
informing and originating force, and the 
sphere in which all true culture must 5e= 
gine Diligent and daily mental training 
is essential to the enrichment of your 
lifes Intuitions, desires and aspirue 
tions are silent sculptars fashioning 
character and conducte Reserve a define 
ite time each day for quiet thinking, for 
the cultivation of incentives to bigker 
and nobler purposes and livinge Your supe 
eriae mental powers impose upon you a 


~Fasponsib i lity-tio. malre the most _of!then. 


bd * % 


"TEMPLARY IS THE NEW TESTAMENT OF MASONRY" 


Woreester County #5 host to their of- joie 
i 


ficers. On Friday June 23, the Officers i 
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own Grand Commander, Robert Cardiuer 


ison Jr. was elected Imperical Chie? Rab= 


and Guards and other Sir Knights who were jban of the Imperial Council of the Shrine 


active in the Commandery in the year just 


lof North America last month in Los Angel 


les, 
We all look forward to 1352 


ended, were the guests of Worcester County (Californias 


Commandery at the night ballgams at Braves 
Field. The oocasion was in the nature of 


an appreciation party for those who did sol 


much during the past year to promote the 
welfare of the Camandery and contributed 
so wholeheartedly to Templary in Worcester 
40 Sir Knights made the trip to and fran 
Boston by bus and had a most enjoyable 
evening in the final event of their Cane 
mandery year 

* 


me %* 


De Molay Boosters entertained at old- 


fashioned Carolina Barbeque » 
mandery #7, having canpleted one of its 
most successful years, added one more page 
to the memory book by entertaining all 
Candidates, ponsors, Guards and Officers 
at a Carolina Barbeque on the 156eacre 
farm of Donala H. Whittemore, EFC, in 
Westboro, Mass., on Seturday, June 24the 
A special chartered bus, along with 30 
other autos, brought 150 together for one 
of the happiest frolics in the history of 
De Molay. Activities included horso=shoe 
tossing, baseball game, outdoor dimer 
which included the barbequed lambs ana pig 
potato chips, salad, coffoe, rolls, apple 
pie and ice cream pre 
ing staff. 


La 


John We Mackey, Commander Jerusalan #19, 
Fitchburg, Mass., reports the canpletion 
of a very successful yoors having had amon 
many other things, 5 

and Manni 


DeMolay Com= 


pared by a hardeworke 


when he becomes Imperial Potentates 
! ‘+ * 


‘Sutton #16 of New Bedford made another of 
their annual pilgrimages throughout their 
jurisdiction + this time tothe Island of 
antucket where on Saturday, June 3rd, a 
lass of 12 Candidates received the three 
ders during the entire afternoon and loete 
into the evening. Following the work, all 
present adjourned to the hotel for a social 
our and entertainment. 
* oe & 
ight Sir Knights fron Massachusetts trav- 
jeled to Bangor, Maino, June 24, to parti- 
ipate in the 100th Anniversar celebration 
o8 their SteJohn's Commandery #3, A parade 
of nearly 1,000 Sir Knights was followed 
y a mammoth Maine Shore Dinner in the 
ory and a vaudeville show in the audi= 
7 Or iume 
he Most Eninent Grand Master of the Grand 
noampment K.T. of the U.SeAe, Sir Knight 
obert B. Gaylord, flew to Bangor from San 
rancisco to make this visit his only ons 
to New England this yoare 
5 * ey 
Official salute to tho Flag of the USA withe 
in the asylum of a Commandery of KeTe as 
adopted at tho Triennial Conclave of the 
rand Encampment in San Francisco, Calelast 
optembers "In asylum a Knight Templar in 
ivilian clothes should right hand salute" 
The above supersedes that part of our- 


hurch parades includ 4¢¢ies covered in Part III "Honors and 


alutes," page 107e 


ing Boston ne Bowl 
SEI AOR I I RIOR IR KI ORES SAREE EOE I SoS ORO Eon nb ei Hob kiodiaaceE kien 


Not understood. 


We move along asunder , 


paths grow wider as the seasons cercep 


Along tho yoars; 
Why life is lifo. 


Not understoode We 


And hug them closer as 


we marvel and wo wondor 
4nd thon wo fall asleop, 


Not understood. 


gathor falso impressions, 


the years go bys 


T4111 virtues often seem to us transgressions; 


thus men rise and fall, 


Oh, Gods that men would see a litt 


Or judge less 


To one another, theyta 


and live and die, 
Not understoode 


le clearer, 


harshly where they canno+ see, 
Oh, Gods that men would draw a little 


nearer 
be nearer Theeseccoae 
And understoode 
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